jjZ                 THE    HOME   OF    THE   BLIZZARD:
when the patties separated, descended into the depression of the
Mertz Glacier and discovered the first nunatak, named Mt. Mur-
chinson (1,860 feet). On November 191*1 StillwelTs Party branched
off to the north, and a glorious view of the sea was obtained, with
the mighty glacier tongue extending far over the horizon. A
second nunatak, named Aurora Peak (1,750 feet), was then seen
and climbed by Madigan's Party. It consisted of gneiss, with
bands of schist, while mosses and lichens were plentiful on some
of the stones. A depot was left near here and then the crossing
of the glacier began. This was 30 miles in width on the route
followed and terribly crevassed. Madigan had a fall of 24 feet
down one of these huge fissures and noticed that the blue ice
darkened to black in its unseen depths.
On November 26th, when the eastern side of the ice tongue
was reached, the sea ice was seen extending indefinitely to the north
and east; while to the south, about 15 miles away, the coast
appeared trending towards the south-east. The pack ice was
sledged over for a week on an easterly course, and then another
glacier tongue confronted the party. This tongue was reached on
December 2nd and was subsequently named in honour of Lieutenant
Ninnis. Another depot was left near the edge of the Ninnis Ice
Tongue, crossed on a north-easterly course, though the coast
receded still farther to the south-east. This was because the charts
were based on Wilkes* mythical landfalls which were disproved
by this party.
For die second time (on December 5th) the sea appeared from
the eastern wall of a glacier tongue, but now the party was 70 miles
from land. " Unfolded to the horizon was a plain of pack ice
thickly studded with bergs and intersected by black leads of open
water. In the north-east was a patch of open sea." During the
next four or five days a blizzard raged, which threatened danger
for Madigan's Party, as the ice tongue on which they were en-
camped might have calved and carried them out to sea. Even
the pack ice to the south-east, however, withstood the gale, and
over it they marched for a week, being favoured with three days
of beautiful sunny weather. Areas of " soft, sticky slush " had
to be crossed and ponds of open water were seen. Worst of all,
wrote Madigan : " some of the tide-cracks," probably at the junc-
tion of the pack with the ice tongue, " had opened widely and,
when a blizzard blew on December 13th, the thought was a skeleton
in my brain-cupboard/*